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to the majority of the people of the United States. "It was in vain ..
to purchase concord in the Convention on terms which would
perpetuate discord among their constituents/* He did not believe
that Delaware "would brave the consequences of seeking her
fortunes apart from the other States" or "pursue the rash policy
of courting foreign support"; or that New Jersey "would choose
rather to stand on its own legs, and bid defiance to events," than
to accept a government which was absolutely necessary to protect
the state from its overshadowing neighbors. "Harmony in the
Convention was no doubt much to be desired. Satisfaction to
all the States'" from the first would be still more desirable. "But
if the principal States comprehending a majority of the people
of the United States should concur in a just & judicious plan, he
had the firmest hopes that all the other States would by degrees
accede to it"
Gouverneur Morris was rhetorical. "He came here as a Repre-
sentative of America; he flattered himself he came here in some
degree as a Representative of the whole human race; for the
whole human race will be affected by the proceedings of this
Convention." But it seemed to him, from some things he had
heard, "that we were assembled to truck and bargain for our
particular States.** He believed that "this Country must be
united. If persuasion does not unite it, the sword will." He spoke
of the horrors of civil war. "The stronger party will then make
traytors of the weaker; and the Gallows & Halter will finish the
work of the sword." In the compromise report from the grand
committee he saw prospects of confusion and conflict. "State
attachments, and State importance have been the bane of this
Country. We cannot annihilate; but we can perhaps take out
the teeth of the serpents*—the jealousies of the states.
Bedford, who had let slip the unfortunate hint that the smaller
states might turn to foreign alliances, again protested that he
had not meant what he had said; that he had been speaking as a
lawyer, for whom "warmth was natural & sometimes necessary."
But no man could foresee "to what extremities the small States
may be driven by oppression." Paterson thought the talk about
the sword and the gallows was 'little calculated to produce con-
viction." Both he and Bedford resented the treatment the small
states had endured from the large in the Convention. Paterson
was not entirely satisfied with the grand committee's compromise

